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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. The projection does extend horizontally outward from the corner edge, but is 
not disclosed as extending outwardly past the side edges or the end edges. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, and 13-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Regarding claims 1 and 13, the projection is integrally formed with the upper 
surface/panel of the pallet and is therefore part of the perimeter and it is impossible for 
the projection to extend beyond itself. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. Claims 8-12, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US Patent Publication 2001/0029874 to Muirhead. Muirhead teaches a pallet (4a) 
comprising a deck (14) with an upper surface (62) and a plurality of supports (12) 
extending downward from the deck. The deck includes a plurality of openings (64) for 
receiving the supports of a similar pallet. At the rounded corner edge (20) there are two 
projections that can be considered to be the at least one projection. First is the 
projection (200a) that extends outwardly in the vertical direction and is used to hold 
shrink-wrap (Page 9, paragraph 86). Second, as seen in figure 5 below, the deck 
includes triangular projections surrounding the edge extending in a horizontal plane 
outward, thereby the one (A') at the rounded corner is considered the at least one 
projection and is formed integrally with the upper panel. Regarding claims 8-12, 20, and 
21 , the projection (A) is considered to be the at least one projection. 
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Muirhead '874 Figures 3-5 
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7. The deck is made up of an upper deck section (60) with an upper panel (2c) 
having openings (64) and a lower deck section (10) having a lower panel (2a) with the 
supports (12) thereon. Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, the triangular projection (A') has an 
upper surface flush with the upper surface of the deck. Regarding claim 10, the 
triangular projection (A') does not extend past the side edges due to the other triangular 
projections, which define the side edge. 



8. Claims 1, 13, 14, 16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent 5,341,748 to Liu. Liu teaches a pallet comprising a deck (1) 
with an upper surface that defines a maximum perimeter. Projections (5) are located at 
the corner edges and the midpoint as seen in figure 1 . Pluralities of supports (2) extend 
downward from the deck and are nestable into openings (3) in the deck. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, and 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent Publication 2002/0148393 to Milles in view of Japanese 
Patent 2001-270,525 to Ishizuka Glass. Miles teaches a pallet (10) with a deck (12) 
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having an upper surface (13). The deck has openings (18,20,22,24,26,28) to receive 
supports (30,32,34,36,38,40) thereby making the pallet nestable. Milles does not 
expressly disclose rounded corners having a projection at the corner edges. 
1 1 . Ishizuka teaches a pallet (P) with a deck having an upper surface (p1 ) for 
supporting goods (A) as seen in figures 1 and 5. The upper surface (p1) is substantially 
bounded outwardly by side edges, end edges and corner edges between the side 
edges and end edges as seen in figure 1. A plurality of supports (1a, 1b) extends 
downward from the deck. At least one projection (3a) extends outward from the rounded 
corner edge as seen in figure 6. 




Ishizuka '525 Figure 1 Ishizuka '525 Figure 6 



1 2. The upper surface of the projection (3a) is flush with the upper surface (p1 ) of the 
deck as seen in figure 4. The plurality of goods (A) on the upper surface (p1) is wrapped 
with a wrap (S) to at least partially go around an edge adjacent to the projection (3a) as 
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seen in figures 3 and 5. The projection (3a) does not extend outwardly past the side 
edges or past the end edges as seen in figure 3. 




Ishizuka '525 Figure 3 Ishizuka '525 Figure 4 

13. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to modify the pallet of 
Milles by having a rounded corner edge with the top projection as taught by Ishizuka to 
hold shrink wrap on the corner of the pallet better. 
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14. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, and 8-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent Publication 2004/0134390 to Apps in view of Japanese 
Patent 2001-270,525 to Ishizuka Glass. Apps teaches a pallet with an upper panel (20) 
having an upper surface defining an outer perimeter of the pallet. A lower panel (29) 
have supports (26) extending downward and align with openings (24) in the upper 
panel. The corner edges are rounded as seen in the figures. The pallet of Apps is 
constructed in the method/manner as substantially disclosed which results in a pallet 
with the same structure as claimed except for the at least one projection on the corner 
edges. 

1 5. Ishizuka teaches a pallet (P) with a deck having an upper surface (p1 ) for 
supporting goods (A) as seen in figures 1 and 5. The upper surface (p1) is substantially 
bounded outwardly by side edges, end edges and corner edges between the side 
edges and end edges as seen in figure 1. A plurality of supports (1a, 1b) extends 
downward from the deck. At least one projection (3a) extends outward from the rounded 
corner edge as seen in figure 6. 

16. The upper surface of the projection (3a) is flush with the upper surface (p1 ) of the 
deck as seen in figure 4. The plurality of goods (A) on the upper surface (p1) is wrapped 
with a wrap (S) to at least partially go around an edge adjacent to the projection (3a) as 
seen in figures 3 and 5. The projection (3a) does not extend outwardly past the side 
edges or past the end edges as seen in figure 3. 
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17. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to modify the pallet of 
Apps by forming the upper panel with the top projection as taught by Ishizuka to hold 
shrink wrap on the corner of the pallet better. 

Response to Arguments 

18. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 13 have been. considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. With regards to claim 8 and the 
rejection with Muirhead, Muirhead clearly shows a projection (A 1 ) integral with the upper 
panel as well as all other limitations as claimed. In regards to arguments for claims 1 
and 1 3, it is the fact the upper surface that defines a maximum perimeter of the pallet 
that Muirhead does not teach. Muirhead still does teach a projection that extends 
vertically outwardly/downwardly beyond a perimeter of the upper surface. 

Conclusion 

19. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Ayres whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8299. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TMA 
10/01/07 




JANET M.WILKENS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



